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from the young kids, from
everybody choosing to become
more respoensible in taking
care of their own body and
their own health.

A blg argument for legalization
and regulation here in the States
is the creation of tax revenue
and domestic jobs. How do you
plan to defend against Ameri-
can protectionism?

My highest priority is to
stop the violence, and this
is one clear way that we will
accomplish that. But we are
linked, totally linked, through
NAFTA. And this means that
we cannot make separate,
independent decisions. What's
going on here in the United
States to legalization has a
strong impact in Mexico. It
has a very strong impact on
the border itself. So if we move
ahead in Mexico and speed up
the process, it will have a very
strong impact also in states
like California. These are the
reasons to work together,

In the US, the National Institute
on Drug Abuse controls the sup-
ply of marijuana for all clinical -
studies Because of itsfocuson
addiction and abuse, NIDA sup-
plies marijuana exclusivety for
studies on the negative effects
of cannabis. How does it work in
Mexico? Would you like to see
Mexico become a center for can-
nabis research?

Right now, the situation
is totally of abstinence. No
research, nothing—it's just the
culture of prohibition, This is
one thing that I have discussed
with the groups here [in the
US]. We're going to propose
a very sophisticated research
process. [There are] many
good products in Mexico:
peyote and many other herbs
and plants that are used by
the indigenous communi-
ties for curative purposes.
I'm sure this plant has those
advantages. I'm not a user,
of course—I won’t ever be a
user. But I respect [the right
of ] anybody to make decisions
that have to do with himself
[and that don't] affect third

parties. I'm not in agreement

with it, but I fully respect
[the right to make those
decisions].

Jamen Shively has come under
fire for trying to market canna-
bis too early. Yet you've praised

his efforts. What are his critics
missing?

I happen to know Jamen
from a long, long time ago.
He's got a good heart. He's
compassionate and he'’s pas-

sionate about what he’s doing,
and he’s absolutely convinced

that he's doing good for the
community. I met him when
he was still working with
Microsoft and I met him

before, when he used to come
to Mexico to build latrines at

the homes of the poor. He’s
convinced that with this, we
can reduce the violence in
Mexico; that through this,

we can make the youth more
responsible and get them out

of crime amd violence. And

he’s convinced that this plant,

which his grandfather used

to harvest and grow, is a good

plant that only makes you
sick if you use it excessively.

So the thing is to administrate

yourself [and your use]. You

have a guy like Steve Jobs: He
used cannabis and LSD for 10

years, and he’s the Einstein
of the 21st century, one of
the most brilliant minds we
can conceive of. He was able

to administrate himself [and
maintain] his health, keep his
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mind brilliant and do great
things in the world.

We're moving from prohibi-
tion to regulation. What is
being discussed right now
in Washington State by the
alcohol and cigarette agencies
is that regulation--where you
can smoke, whether or not
you can [use] it before you
drive, or whether someone

we have to pass from debate
and discussion of ideas to
action, and these steps have
only been taken in Washing-
ton, Colorado, Poland and
Portugal. They’re leading this
change, this game change. And
what is key is that today we
are in the game. People like
Jamen, they are in the arena;
they have assumed a respon-
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is very different from prohibi-
tion in ethical and moral
terms. Not only did God cre-
ate us free, but the founding
fathers of this nation were
absolutely committed to the
idea that governments do not
have the right to intervene in
my conscience, my behavior
or in my decision-making—
unless I affect third parties;
then the state has the right
to intervene, But if not, it
shouldn’t happen.

In June, the Organization of
American States (OAS) sug-
gested revisiting the Waron
Drugs. The American ambas-
sador said the US would con-
sider any solution other than
legalization. Did you see any
progress in that assembly?
No, not at all yet. By the
way, a delegation [from the
OAS] is coming to the sympo-
sium, and that’s going to be
very impertant, because now

have an interest in [see-
ing] happen—because
if Mexico narrows the
gap, then Mexico will
start moving to the
vanguard. And I'm
sure we will attend

to it. Mexican people
are a very conserva-
tive, religious popula-
tion in some parts of [the
country]. Others [parts] are
not—they're very liberal, like
Mexico City. I spoke with the
_mayor of Mexico City, which
is the second-most-important
political position in Mexico
after the president, and he's
totally open. He will let all
this not only be discussed and
debated, but he will open the
possibilities to go to Congress
with bills that would change
the situation.

Has the current president of
Mexico, Enrique Pefla Nieto,
improved at all on Calderdn's
reign with regards to the Drug
War?

It's very different to be in
that chair, responsible for
so many things. You cannot
move so freely. Some would
think that presidents can do
what they want. No, presi-
dents have a big responsibil-
ity, and they have to balance
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out positions. So I under-
stand President Pefia’s
not taking a position; I
understand that President
Obama has not taken a
position personally. But
also, I understand that

in their minds and in
their conscience, they
know that this is coming,
and they know this will

happen. So what they ph

are waiting for is public
opinion to advance. Today,
citizens and public opin-
ion are way ahead of gov-
ernments, Sooner or later,
[those governments] will
have to obey-—they will
have to listen to what the
people are demanding.

It seems that Mexico is
stuck between a rock and
a hard place: between a
ravenous US drug market
and an intransigent US
law-enforcement appara-
tus. Yet given the benefit of
hindsight, do you see any
way you could have pos-
sibly turned the tide?

I'm very proud that in
my last year in govern-
ment, 2006, the lowest
crime rate in the history
of Mexico was accom-
plished. What detonated
the [current situation], I
think, was, number one,
bringing the army into
the streets—I think that
was the wrong decision,
and I said so to Calderén,
who is in my own party,
but who I had to [disagree
with]. I think it was a big
mistake. But the problem
here is [Mexico’s position]
in between the mammoth
consumer market of the
United States and the
drug-producing nations
in the south—Venezueia,
Colombia, Ecuador and
Peru. Mexico’s trapped in
between.

The philosophy of the
United States is to take
the war out of your ter-
ritory. So you go to Viet-
nam, you go to Iraq. You
go everywhere to make

"My position

goes further
than legalizing
marijuana-I'm
for legalizing
everything,
and letting
each individual
decide whathe
wantstodo’”

war, to avoid war here. So
the strategy in drugs is to
say, “Let’s stop the drugs
there in Colombia.” Now
it's Mexico. We get a tip
of 500 million US dollars
a year, but behind that is
an instruction: “Okay, you
hold them down there in
Mexico. [We] don't want
to see them here.”

And once the drug
crosses the border, it's
everywhere in the States.
So I ask myself, what is
the DAE—or whatever the
agency’s name is—what is
the CIA [doing]? Where
are the police that are
supposed to be enfore-
ing the law? Because the
United States is one of the
very few countries that
is still holding [on to]
prehibition. In Mexico, it's
not prohibited—you don't
have a penalty because
you consume drugs. It’s
prohibited to distribute
and to sell, but not to
consume, and the same
is [true] in all of Europe.
The only nation that
keeps the prohibition is
here. And how can you
explain then that [the US
is] the largest consumer
market in the world? It is
very contradictory,
what is going on
here.

You've said that
you'd grow the plant
yourself if it was
legal. Have you put
any thought into

or if it would be a hobby or
abusiness?

Well, this is [just the]
press: They asked me,
“Once it’s legal, and you
being a farmer, would you
produce marijuana?” Why
not? Maybe I will.

Here in America, we've
seen the rise of synthetic
cannabinoids. Have they
become a presence in
Mexico? What is your rela-
tionshdp to them?

I understand that
it’s a growing part of
the market—not the
natural products, but the
chemical and artificial
products. Those are the
ones that are expanding
the market. And those
are also produced here in
the States. You're a large
producer of those kinds
of drugs. So that’s why my
position goes further than
legalizing marijuana—I'm
for legalizing everything,
and letting each indi-
vidual decide on his own
responsibility what he
wants to do.

If you could deliver a mes-
sage to President Obama,
what would it be, interms
of what he can do now?
As [ said, the responsi-
bility of being president
is something. But what
he has to do is to listen,
to get good information,
to learn from experiences
[and] not to say no just for
the sake of saying no—not
to say, “The law prohibits
it, and my obligation is
to comply with the law”
That is true, but he has
to be open and, when the
time comes, when
the change shows
advantages [instead
of ] disadvantages,
he should be open—
and he should even
lead the change.
That he could do, if
he wants. g




